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By Rabert W. Plyler !
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Prendergast Exhibits
Merrill Coffin’s Art

Yusitors Lo the smaller arl gallery
al James Prendergast Library dur-
ing this week will find there an
exhibition of marine and Amerkcana
Puntings by Jnmestown rosiden]
Merrill . Calfin

The exhibition, which camlinuges
through Mov, 2, inchedes mare than
M acrylic poinlings, deminated
lnrgely in earth tones. The subjects
art parfrayed exiremely realisti-
cally, wilth greal precision and acecy-
FaCY

Indeed, alllsgh il is never wise ta
give too much concern lo eomparing
works of acl, the immediste mental
cofincelion that one makes when
entering the room is with the works
al Andrew Wyeth,

Some of the subjecls could have
been painled within a few iniles of
Jamestowr, while olhers portray
sceles more ivpical o other parts of
the eoimsiry, such a3 fishing boals
along the Mew England Coast, or
buffalo wondering on (he frozen
siretches of e Amerivan Plains
Salrs

In fact, | think the miffale canvas
wis my favorite af the show. [
shows 10 of the glant beasis, with
s andd Trost dusting their shapey
couls, sef in a treeless scepe which
stirs the soul with s eoldness and
barienmess

Another 1 particularly enjoyved
showed Amish brothers pulling fih
aile @ sinnger beside a rocky criek
The palil of view & from quile far
away, &0 the brothers are seon very
amall, emiphasizing their toles as
port af n grent, bepatifoel, weteral
L& ViR,

There & o lovely painting of n ble
jny. ihe vivideess of his plumage
leaping out of a4 wall lined with
brown [epves, dry grass, corn shacks
and putipking and dopens of olher
cubjects garbed in the eolsrs of fall
Anoller, of phicasants, poriravs fov
by dielineations of the browes,
grays and tans of their morkings,

There ure a painticg of o dingy
boat called the Peler T, fied near 3

icturesgue ald Sew Enplind bopt-
wiise and a still life of two antigue
Chinese figurines, wosden Tpaons, i
{ading decoy and ather shiscis.

Ferhaps the most wnusual shows a
Civie War battlefield, the Batile of
tredlyshurg, 1 believe. It is the onl
ot willi luman | £, mind wil
such vivid colors and actions.

The wfher works all show their
subjects elegantly and  sdill,
rother thow caplured in the middles of
activity

The painlings are relatively large,
and while they are nof designed fo
make the viewer re-coigider lis role
in the universe, they are lovely and
guite technically impressive repre-
semfations af the glory of natore. |
found mv visit (o Lhe fallery inspir.
g, and relreshicg,

The artist has paintings hanging in
many private collections amd among
il collections of several corpora-
hicns. He has shown works in galler-
s Ghroughout New England, New
York and Pennsylvinia

Hi= work has been oo the cover
arud in the centerapread of Palictie
Talk, and his painlings has been
chosen by MoeCourl Label Coo of
Brodiord, Pa., far a limited edition
of lithograph prints which it has
distributed {uor ¢ ¢ pasl sEven Venrs.

Gallery hours al the hbrary are 8
a.m, wnlil B30 pm. on weekdayvs,
and Salurdiays from %5, The address
is 5 Cherry St belween Fifth and
Sixth stresds in Jamestown, To reach
the gollery, walk down the main
reacing room untll yom reach the
rederence  desk, then turd sharply
left aml climb one flight of stairs.



